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“I' WASTHE MOST STRICT AND DEMANDING CLIENT
I HAVE EVER ENCOUNTERED”
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It took Russian interior designer Olga Malyeva two years to furniture and decorate
this apartment for her family. Her patience certainly paid off, because everything came
together perfectly in a home that's a work of art, with plenty of heart.

“I don't think I've worked on any other project that's challenged me to evolve as a
designer and creator as much as this home of my own. | was the most strict and demanding
client | have ever encountered!” says Olga.

Located on the sixth floor or a contemporary apartment building in the vibrant, central
Moscow district of Hamovniki, her 2,700-square-foot, three-bedroom family residence was
formerly two separate apartment units before she combined them into a single dwelling.
Taking advantage of the building’s tall ceilings and large windows, the creative mind
meticulously curated new and complex volumes within the unified space.

The new floorplan includes a sun-drenched, open-plan living, dining and kitchen. These
social areas are connected to four ensuite bedrooms and a second kitchen via a long hallway
that provides an apt backdrop for some of the project’s eye-catching art and décor.
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Olga used stunning bespoke cabinetry and feature walls, designer furniture and lighting,
and texturally intriguing fabrics, surface materials and accessories to develop a visually dynamic
narrative within the space.

She complemented iconic mid-century modern furniture with her very own artisan-crafted,
bespoke designs, which include several wall installations, light fixtures, tables and built-in sofas.

“l included artwork from different artists around the world and carpets that | designed to
elevate the concept and give the interiors a unique and playful character,” says Olga.

At the entryway are chandeliers by Venetian glass specialist Simone Cenedese and custom-
made stools upholstered in Tibor, tassel-detail fabrics that were built to fit into corners of the
entryway.

Along the hallway, a console draws eyes to an aquamarine-coloured vase by Los Angeles-
based, Italian glass sculptor Fabio Micucci, a circular wall art by British contemporary artist Marc
Quin, bespoke, handcrafted, fused glass sconces, and 292 Hill House 1 chairs designed by Charles
Rennie Mackintosh for Cassina.

In the living lounge, a stunning metal panel by American industrial designer and artist
Christopher Prinz, a triptych by Russian watercolourist Latif Kazbekov, a pair of Olga’s signature
Morceau de Glace wall lamps, and a solid pine, Pierre Chapo T22 coffee table harmonized to
evoke a dramatic and sumptuous mise-en-scéne. A Milo Baughman sofa with lucite legs serves
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TASTE OF GRACE

Thetranslucent colours of

jade envelope the dining area,
where the "Iceberg” table flanked
by chairs in wool boucle upholstery
takes centerstage.
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“I'HE RESIN OF THE ‘ICEBERG HAS A SUGAR-LIKE MAKE ASTATEMENT

Abstract furniture pieces that
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as a visual boundary demarcating the living and dining areas. A bespoke, built-in marble bench

that runs along the length of the windowed wall functions as a reading spot or extra seating for

guests. The lounge’s caisson ceiling conceals a built-in home cinema system.

In the dining area is one of Olga’s favourite items — her custom-designed “Iceberg” dining
table, which she is accompanied by Warren Platner dining chairs dressed in a soft wool boucle
from Beacon Hill. “The resin of the ‘Iceberg’ has a sugar-like texture that gives the table its own
identity. It's a piece of furniture and sculpture all in one,” she says.
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Parallel to the dining table is a sleek, steel
kitchen set discretely against a glossy, emerald
quartzite wall that's fitted with a minimalist
shelf and two side niches.

Olga also designed the bedframe and
headboard in the master bedroom, which she
dressed in luxurious Graphite cotton boucle
from Tibor and linens from AtelierTati. She
also designed the handcrafted, fused glass
“Les Papillons” wall installation that spreads
across the wall behind her bed.

In her children’s rooms, she included
ample storage spaces, study zones and nooks
for sports equipment. She connected the two
rooms with a “secret passage” hidden within
the walk-in wardrobe.

“The dazzling personalities of my family
members are the inspiration behind this home.
| worked on this project with enormous love and
was meticulous about every detail,” says Olga. /
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COLOUR
MATTERS

This effervescent, lakeside residence in the Western Australian suburbs brims with colour and texture
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“A FOCUS ON UNIQUE AND HAND-CRAFTED FINISHES
IS EVIDENT THROUGHOU'T”

Spread over three levels, Shutter House in the suburb of Wembley in Perth, is a
6,768-square-foot concrete residence that received its namesake from the unique shutter

mechanism of its battened timber facade.

“This mechanical shutter system — which is the nucleus of our design concept - imbues
the home with movement and animates its interaction with the street front,” says Alessandra
French, director of State of Kin, the Perth-based architectural and interior design studio that built
and furnished the house. The mechanical facade enables the interiors of the house to remain
sequestered and private but still open enough that its residents can enjoy unobstructed views
of a lake nearby.

The project had begun as a speculative collaboration for Alessandra and her designers, but
evolved into a space that expressed State of Kin's collective experience as a practice. “As one
of the first projects State of Kin worked on as a collective entity, Shutter House was an exciting
opportunity for us to test design ideas and work cohesively with the construction team to ensure
the best outcome,” says Alessandra. The practice’s architecture and interior departments worked
simultaneously on the construction and the interiors, aligning their work to create a light-filled
sanctuary that's rich in colour and materiality.
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On the ground floor is a four-car garage, wine cellar, and an entryway that draws one
upwards and into the home via an elevator and a skeletal, sculptural staircase surrounded
by vast glazing that frame lake views.

Four bedrooms, three bathrooms, a laundry room and central gallery are situated
on the first floor. Each of the bedrooms has adjoining courtyard and balcony spaces. The
master suite faces the lake, while the secondary bedrooms are set toward the centre of
the site and the pool.

All the social spaces were located on the top floor of the house to make the best of
the views and natural light. An open plan living, dining and kitchen on the second floor
presents a panorama of the lake. The social zones lead out to a terrace, pool deck and
separate studio at the rear of the property.

The layout of the house was influenced by the topography of the site, with its
programme oriented towards the rear of the house where the outdoor entertainment
area and pool is located. French staggered the terraces across levels so they interact with
both the first and second floors of the house, bringing the outdoors in.

“A focus on unique and hand-crafted finishes is evident throughout - the hand-seeded
terrazzo at ground level and stained-oak parquetry on the upper levels accentuate the
highly considered palette throughout the home,” says Alessandra who had scaled the
parquetry in different sections of the house to better suit the scale of the different spaces.
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FOCAL POINT

Pictured on opposite page
are State of Kin's directors
Alessandra French and
Ara Salomone. An abstract
painting makes a powerful
visual statement in the
dinning area.
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- burnt orange, olive green, and dusty pinks.
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) spaces, and the swimming pool was designed

()F THIS H())IE IS LNI(QUE” with layered steps in varied hues,” she adds.
Bright, white walls and tiling contrast
the warm timber foundations and form an
understated canvas for the more striking
colours and textures of furniture and decor.
Exposed concrete ceilings and carefully
sourced Bianco Chiavara granite, Aphrodite
quartzite and Noce Eschillo travertine provide
rich, robust surfaces that the designers
accentuated with flourishes of colour, a curation

“We included pops of colour throughout
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of playfully sophisticated furniture pieces, and
contemporary abstract art.
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furniture, Bosa objets d'art, Glas ltalia
complements, and lamps by Astep, Marset and
Michael Anastassiades to create a home with a
strong and memorable personality.

“The overall energy and feeling of
this home is unique. It is both surprising yet
welcoming. The elements are familiar but the
expression is entirely new. At its’ core, Shutter
House is expressive, it provokes you to look
closer, it does not hide,” says Alessandra. /
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FAR AND BEYOND

The main social space of the
property sits on the top floor to
ensure unimpeded views over lake.
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