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Discover The French Riviera In The Alps

Rest and relax at these Alpine lakes in France’s Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region.
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The French Riviera has long been a popular summer destination for travellers from around the world. But if you’re looking for a more tranquil French sojourn that’s close to water, but
away from the crowds, then the French Alpine lakes of Bourget, Annecy, and Aiguebelette might just be perfect for you.
Located along the northern and western edges of the Bauges Mountains in the Haute-Savoie department of the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region, these three lakes are surrounded by
charming historical towns and majestic snow-capped mountains. They are perfect for hikes of diﬀerent diﬃculty levels, water sports, spas, cultural sightseeing, and delicious food.
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The Pont des Amours, a romantic iron footbridge.

The Palais de l’Île is a fortiKed palace set between two canals.
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Begin in Annecy — a city that’s been called the “the Venice of the Alps” — where you can book a stay at the L’Auberge du Père Bise hotel and feast your eyes on some of the best
lake and mountain views from the comfort of your own room. Lake Annecy is one of the cleanest lakes in Europe, and is bordered by a huge lawn called the Paquier, which you can
stroll along to enjoy close-up views of the lake from diﬀerent perspectives. If the weather is warm enough, settle down on one of the sandy or grassy beaches on the lake shore with
a beach blanket, and have a swim or glide across the water on a rented paddleboat. There is also a cycling path if you feel inclined to rent a bicycle to explore the areas around the
lake.
From the Paquier, cross the Pont des Amours — a romantic iron footbridge — to the Gardens of Europe, a beautiful park where you can have a picnic under the shade of 100-year-old
trees. Next, head to the Old Town in the city of Annecy and give yourself plenty of time to meander along cobblestone paths where narrow canals wind their way through streets
lined with pastel-coloured houses and pretty flower boxes. Stop at Le Boulanger du Faubourg for a croissant or éclair, then visit one of the city’s farmers’ markets for fresh fruit and
local cheeses. On your walk, look out for Palais de l’Île, a fortified palace set in a corner between two canals. Formerly a nobleman’s house, it was built in the 12th century on a natural
rocky island, and once served as a courthouse and prison. It is now a museum so you can purchase an entrance ticket, walk around inside, and get a glimpse of what life was like
inside a French medieval prison.

also try the food at Jean Sulpice.
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While appreciating the stunning mountain and lake views at L’Auberge du Père Bise, make time to also try the food at Jean Sulpice.
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Not to be missed is the Château d’Annecy. Built sometime between the 12th and 16th centuries, this castle was the seat of the counts of Geneva, and is now a museum where you
can see medieval furniture and manuscripts. Wrap up your time around Lake Annecy with a short drive to Gorges du Fier, a striking river canyon where you can walk 25m above the
flowing river on a footbridge built into the rock face.

BOURGET
From Lake Annecy, head southwest to Lake Bourget, the largest lake in France. Spend a day or two at Aix-les-Bains, a picturesque thermal spa town on the lake’s eastern shore,
which has many gorgeous Belle Epoque style buildings that sparkle in the sun. Aix-les-Bains has been a spa destination since 131BC, when the Romans discovered the thermal
springs that gushed from the foothills in the region and decided to build their Roman baths there. You can enjoy your own version of Roman-style pampering with a sauna, massage,
and mud wrap at Valvital — one of the town’s best thermal spa resorts. After your spa session, walk around the town and visit ancient Roman ruins such as the Arch of Campanus,
which stands in front of the buildings of the old national thermal baths, and the Temple of Diana in the Town Hall.
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At Lake Bourget, soak in the views and experiences at Aix-les-Bains, a picturesque thermal spa town.

Relax and unwind at Valvital, one of the town’s thermal spa resorts.
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Across from the Temple of Diana is Château de la Roche du Roi, a stunning, fairytale-like castle with strong Baroque and Art Nouveau architectural influences. On the opposite shore
of the lake is the Abbaye d’Hautecombe, a 12th century Christian mausoleum where members of the royal House of Savoy are buried. You can take a self-guided audio tour and learn
about the history and architecture of the abbey while you’re there. In the evening, treat yourself to dinner at the Michelin-starred Restaurant Atmosphères, then try your hand at
roulette or blackjack at the glamorous Belle Epoque-style Grand Cercle casino.

AIGUEBELETTE

Lake Aiguebelette may be one of the smallest Haute-Savoie lakes, but it’s worth a visit if you prefer warmer waters and plenty of outdoor activities.

End your trip at Lake Aiguebelette, one of the smallest of the Haute-Savoie lakes. Nestled under Mount Epine, Aiguebelette is one of France’s warmest lakes, as well as a
conservation site with plenty of wildlife and a rich ecosystem. Around the lake are many well-marked footpaths that can be used all year round for walks and hikes. The area around
the lake is also ideal for mountain biking and hang-gliding.
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