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D

espite its central location, this
170-square-metre family apartment
in Hong Kong’s Mid-Levels feels incredibly
secluded thanks to a clever redesign that
brings nature indoors. The homeowners —
a Japanese and Australian couple with two
young children — wanted an expansive and
open home with a materials palette inspired
by nature. So Vincent Lim and Elaine Lu, the
duo behind award-winning interdisciplinary
design practice Lim + Lu, planned a new
layout that transformed the cookie-cutter
unit into an elegant and summery home with
plenty of wood trimmings and green views.

wall. The master bedroom, bathroom and
walk-in dressing room are set along the eastern
perimeter of the residence. At the centre of the
space is an open dining and living area that
leads out to a balcony surrounded by trees.

‘The clients were very trusting and open to
our ideas, so the brief for the project was only
loosely defined,’ says Lim. ‘They’re nature
lovers, so that was something we highlighted
with the materials in our design concept.’

‘One of the biggest challenges with modern
living is how to integrate the office into the
home in a way that’s comfortable, but that also
aids productivity,’ says Lu. ‘We designed the
home office as a tranquil retreat where they
can work while enjoying the energising effects
of the views outside.’

Located on the first floor of an old building on
the slope of a quiet hill, the apartment enjoys
lush views of which Lim and Lu naturally
wanted to take advantage. To do so, and to
draw in more natural light, they enlarged all
the small windows, nearly tripling the size of
their apertures, and replaced the old, narrow
frames with large French-style casements.
On their first site visit, Lim and Lu quickly
realised that they needed to do away with the
dividing wall between the kitchen and living
room. Now an open-plan kitchen stands to
one side of the entrance door, and on the other
is the children’s en suite bedroom, which has
two sleeping nooks separated by a partition

Near the western end of this balcony is the
project’s pièce de résistance: the home office
where the couple work and unwind. Here, tall
windows bring in an abundance of natural light,
and a neutral colour scheme with warm wood
and brass accents comes together to create a
modern interpretation of a ‘study room’ that’s
ideal for both creative work and relaxation.

To honour the owners’ love of nature, the
duo used natural materials like wood slats for
ribbed feature walls, rattan for cabinet doors,
marble for the dining table and kitchen, and
granite for the bathroom countertops. Potted
plants and shades of muted greys, browns
and jungle greens work with brass accents to
galvanise the earthy design concept.
‘With a mood that’s relaxing yet invigorating,
this apartment feels like a vacation home,
a place that allows you to escape from the
concrete jungle and into nature,’ says Lu.
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facing page
Nature-inspired
and nature-focused,
this Hong Kong
apartment was
designed by local
studio Lim + Lu as a
tranquil retreat from
the city. The living
room — which
opens onto an
expansive balcony
— is characterised
by contrasting
textures, such as
metal, glass, linen,
rattan and wood.
The organic textures
of the Hans Wegnerdesigned armchair
offset the chic
leather sofa

There is minimal distinction
between the elegant dining and
kitchen areas, where the kitchen
island has become a hub of activity
in the home. The island’s marble
top is duplicated in the round
dining table by Eero Saarinen
for Knoll, while the wood of
Neri&Hu’s Duet chair for De La
Espada creates a contrast between
polished and earthy
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The study is the highlight of
the home, and was designed to
maximise both tranquillity and
productivity. Enlarged windows
bring in natural light and treeline
views, with the plants inside the
space reinforcing the connection to
nature. Contemporary pieces like
Neri&Hu’s chairs and side table
for De La Espada combine with
a classic Eames lounge chair and
ottoman, while materials include
oak and more industrial brass and
steel details
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The master bedroom was inspired
by the homeowners’ travels and
their desire to feel like they’re
waking up on holiday in a tropical
location. The oak slats are repeated
throughout the home for cohesion,
and here the motif is paired with
rattan wardrobe doors
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This page, left
Bathroom spaces are darker
and more dramatic. The master
bathroom is clad in black ceramic
bisque tiles and marble, with brass
accents creating a more earthy
version of the classic combination
of black and gold
This page, right
The onsen-like tub in the guest
bathroom pays tribute to the
homeowner’s Japanese roots
Facing page
The children’s bedroom was
inspired by Japan’s capsule hotels,
and is designed to provide each
child their own space and privacy
in a shared room, with alcoves
allowing personalised displays
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